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Excavating Settlement site in the era of Ancient Egyptian State Formation:
Recent Excavations at HK11C, Hierakonpolis

Masahiro BABA*

Abstract

This paper reviews recent work undertaken at Hierakonpolis Locality HK11C, a large cluster of occupation
in the Wadi Abu Suffian, which were initiated following a magnetometer survey in 2000 and expanded in 2010.
Excavations at selected areas resulted in the discovery of a domestic structure at Operation G, the beer productive
installation at Operation A, and the beer and pottery production complexes at Operation B. Further investigations
since 2010 have revealed other evidence of the industrial activities, including several thick accumulations of
ash and charcoal, and two structures built of the hand-made mud bricks. The extensive ash deposits suggest
that production activities at Operation B and later at Operation A were operated intensively with the organized
disposal of debris. Following light domestic occupation in Naqada I, the industrial activity appears to have begun
by Naqada IC-1IB, with beer production at Operation B, making it one of the oldest breweries in the world, and
may have established simultaneously with the foundation of the HK6 elite cemetery to supply products for rituals
and as grave goods. Later industrial activity from at least Naqada IIC included the mud brick structures, and now
encourages a reconsideration of the origin and context of early mud brick architecture in Upper Egypt.

Recent researches at HK11C have revealed the distinctive evidence of specialized craft production in
the industrial context of the early Naqada II period. The craft specialization as one of the main factors to be
evaluated in the state formation, apparently manifests growing social complexity organized by the regional elites

in Hierakonpolis.
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